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Senate
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, Dr. Washington John-
son II, Moranatha Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church, Jackson, TN.

We are pleased to have you with us.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, Dr. Washington
Johnson II, offered the following pray-
er:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, who has worked

through leaders in all ages to shape the
events of history, we pray for the
women and men in this Senate today.
May they sense Your guiding provi-
dence and find wonder in the thought
that You have chosen them through
the voice of the American people to
lead this mighty Nation. While they
are here in this historic Chamber, re-
mind them of their accountability to
You for every choice which they shall
make. May they live humbly and
peacefully before You as they lead in
making laws to govern our land. May
they remember the limitations of
human wisdom and power, and may
they rely constantly on You, the om-
nipotent One, for strength and guid-
ance. Dwell in the secret places of their
hearts and grant them peace. Reveal
Yourself to them; be the unseen Friend
beside them in every changing cir-
cumstance. And may we all aspire for
the day when nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore.—Isaiah 2:4. Amen.

f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, today the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 11:20 a.m. Following
morning business, the Senate will
begin consideration of H.R. 1664, the
steel, oil, and gas appropriations legis-
lation, with amendments expected to
be offered. Therefore, votes are antici-
pated throughout the day. Tomorrow,
it is the intention of the leader to take
up and complete action on the State
Department authorization bill. There-
fore, votes will take place during Fri-
day’s session of the Senate.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

f

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAPO). Under the previous order, lead-
ership time is reserved.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to extend be-
yond the hour of 11:20 a.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

Under the previous order, the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire, Mr. GREGG,
is recognized to speak for up to 40 min-
utes.

f

NATIONAL FATHER’S RETURN DAY

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, Senator
LIEBERMAN and I today introduce a res-
olution which asks that June 20, Fa-
ther’s Day, be further designated as
‘‘National Father’s Return Day.’’ The
purpose of this resolution is to high-
light the fact that fathers are needed
in the family.

I heard Governor George Bush speak
this past weekend in New Hampshire,
and one of the things that really reso-
nated with me was that he said the

most important job we have is not
being a Governor or being a Senator or
being head of an assembly line or work-
ing at a restaurant; the most impor-
tant job we have is to be good moms
and pops. That is absolutely true. Un-
fortunately, in our country today, one
out of every three children is currently
in a household without a father. That
has a devastating impact on the man-
ner in which these children perceive
life and the manner in which these
children are raised.

We all know that in this time of dif-
ficult economic activity, where, unfor-
tunately, it does take two parents
working to raise a family in many
households, there is great stress on the
family to begin with and there is al-
ways the question of enough family
time. There is always the question of
having enough time to be with our
children and have our children get
from their parents the values and the
ideas that are so critical.

Coupled with the fact that so many
children are being raised in households
where there is no father, it is abso-
lutely critical that we refocus our-
selves on the importance of the father
in the household and that we say to
those fathers who maybe have left the
household and are not spending the
type of time they should with their
children, who are not coming back as
regularly as they should or not taking
the extra initiatives, the extra time it
takes to be with their children during
periods when it is convenient for both
the mother and the father: Think
about this, think about what you are
doing, and think about your obliga-
tions as a father.

So this initiative which we put for-
ward today, this resolution to des-
ignate June 20 as National Father’s Re-
turn Day, has as its purpose to high-
light this fact and to say to fathers
throughout our Nation, think about
your opportunity as a father, not only
fathers outside the home but fathers
who are still in the nuclear family,
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think about your responsibilities and
make sure you are living up to that ob-
ligation, because as a Nation I think
we must all understand we are never
going to be able to be a nation of val-
ues, a nation of moral strength, a na-
tion of purpose, unless we give our chil-
dren, the next generation, a sense of
purpose, a sense of values, and a sense
of moral strength. The father plays a
major role in accomplishing that.

So this resolution, which I will not
read in its entirety, although it is an
excellent resolution, I must admit, has
as its resolve clause:

Be it Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) recognizes that the creation of a better

United States requires the active involve-
ment of fathers in the rearing and develop-
ment of their children;

(2) urges each father in the United States
to accept his full share of responsibility for
the lives of his children, to be actively in-
volved in rearing his children, and to encour-
age the emotional, academic, moral, and
spiritual development of his children;

(3) urges the States to hold fathers who ig-
nore their legal responsibilities accountable
for their actions and to pursue more aggres-
sive enforcement of child support obliga-
tions;

(4) encourages each father to devote time,
energy, and resources to his children, recog-
nizing that children need not only material
support, but also, more importantly, a se-
cure, affectionate, family environment.

(5) urges governments and institutions at
every level to remove barriers to father in-
volvement and enact public policies that en-
courage and support the efforts of fathers
who do want to become more engaged in the
lives of their children;

(6) to demonstrate the commitment of the
Senate to those critically important goals,
designates June 20, 1999, as ‘‘National Fa-
ther’s Return Day’’;

(7) calls on fathers around the country to
use the day to reconnect and rededicate
themselves to their children’s lives, to spend
National Father’s Return Day with their
children, and to express their love and sup-
port for them.

Then it requests that the President
issue a proclamation calling on the
people of the United States to observe
National Father’s Return Day with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

I certainly appreciate the chance to
participate in this resolution, which
was the idea and the initiative of the
Senator from Connecticut, who has so
many good ideas in the area of trying
to improve family values in our Na-
tion.

So it is a pleasure for me to join with
him on this resolution, to be a cospon-
sor of this resolution, and participate
in offering it today.

I reserve the remainder of my time.

f

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. TORRICELLI addressed the
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that, of the 40
minutes reserved for the minority lead-
er, 10 minutes be yielded to me and 10
minutes to Senator REED of Rhode Is-

land. I assume that would still accom-
modate the Senator from Connecticut.
That would leave 20 minutes.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. I thank my friend
from New Jersey. I have access to the
time allotted to the Senator from New
Hampshire.

Mr. GREGG. Will the Senator from
New Jersey allow the Senator from
Connecticut to go forward in conjunc-
tion with this resolution?

Mr. TORRICELLI. If that is the Sen-
ator’s wish.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. If it fits the Sen-
ator’s schedule. I don’t expect to take
but 10 minutes.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, if I
could amend my unanimous consent re-
quest that Senator LIEBERMAN be al-
lowed to proceed, followed by myself
for 10 minutes and Senator REED of
Rhode Island for 10 minutes, and, fur-
thermore, that Rebecca Morley, a fel-
low of Senator REED, be given access to
the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. DURBIN. Reserving the right to
object, and a friendly amendment of 10
minutes for the Senator from Illinois
named DURBIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection, with the suggested amend-
ment?

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I further
request that be amended to ask that
Senator COLLINS have 10 minutes at the
conclusion of the Senators who have
just spoken.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To re-
state the unanimous consent request,
the Chair understands the request to be
the Senator from Connecticut be al-
lowed to go forward for 10 minutes at
this time, followed by the Senator from
New Jersey, the Senator from Rhode
Island, the Senator from Illinois, and
then—

Mr. GREGG. The Senator from
Maine.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine—each for 10 minutes,
respectively.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, and that
Rebecca Morley, a fellow with Senator
REED, be granted privileges of the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I yield 10

minutes of my time to the Senator
from Connecticut.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized.
f

NATIONAL FATHER’S RETURN DAY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, for
most of us, Father’s Day, which of
course is this coming Sunday, is a spe-
cial day of love, family, appreciation, a
customary time for giving ties and, if
you will allow me, for renewing ties of
a different sort. But for a staggering
number of American children, there
will be no ties of either kind to cele-

brate this Sunday. The sad reality is
that an estimated 25 million children—
more than 1 out of 3—live absent their
biological father, and 17 million kids
live without a father of any kind.
About 40 percent of the children living
in fatherless households have not seen
their dads in at least a year; and 50 per-
cent of children who don’t live with
their fathers have never stepped foot in
their father’s home.

This growing crisis of father absence
in America is taking a terrible toll on
these children who are being denied the
love, guidance, discipline, emotional
nourishment, and daily support that
fathers can provide. As dads disappear,
the American family is becoming sig-
nificantly weaker and less capable of
fulfilling its fundamental responsi-
bility of nurturing and socializing chil-
dren and conveying values to them. In
turn, the risks to the health and well-
being of America’s children are becom-
ing significantly higher.

Children growing up without fathers,
research shows, are far more likely to
live in poverty, to fail in school, to ex-
perience behavioral and emotional
problems, to develop drug and alcohol
problems, to be victims of physical
abuse and neglect and, tragically, to
commit suicide. It is, of course, not
just those children individually who
are suffering but our society as a
whole. Many mothers and fathers are
so busy today that they are less in-
volved in their children’s lives than in
the past. But this absence is particu-
larly consequential when it comes to
fathers, for they play such a critical
role in socializing and providing bound-
aries to children, particularly to boys.

The devastating consequences of fa-
ther absence for communities—and
particularly urban communities—has
been broadly documented in a report
released just this week by the Institute
For American Values and the More-
house Research Institute. The report
was titled ‘‘Turning the Corner on Fa-
ther Absence in Black America.’’ It
was discussed in a powerful column by
Michael Kelly, which appeared in
Wednesday’s Washington Post.

I ask unanimous consent that the en-
tirety of Mr. Kelly’s column be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

A NATIONAL CALAMITY

So now we are four, as along comes Jack,
8 pounds, 4 ounces, to join Tom, who for the
record welcomes this development; and now I
know what my job will be for the remainder
of my days. I will be the man sitting behind
the driver’s wheel saying: Boys, listen to
your mother.

This is a good job, and one of the better
things about it is the nice clarity it lends to
life. Fathers (and mothers) relearn that the
world is a simple enough place. They dis-
cover that their essential ambitions, which
once seemed so many, have been winnowed
down to a minimalist few: to raise their chil-
dren reasonably well and to live long enough
to see them turn out reasonably okay. This
doesn’t seem like a great deal to ask for
until you find out that it is everything to
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